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Editor's Note

The first issue of the second volume of Makiling Review features two scholarly
articles, two creative submissions, a translation of poetry and a review. Evincing
the interdisciplinary thrust that marks the journal's editorial vision, these
contributions offer important critical and creative mediations on moral truths
and affective intimacies, and their casting force on contemporary personal and
social experiences.

Enrique Benjamin R. Fernando III's article offers an intervention into the
problem of naturalistic fallacy. The article examines four different approaches
to solve this problem -- Lon Fuller’s Procedural Natural Law, John Finnis’
Neothomist Natural Law, Michael Moore’s Moral Realism, and Ronald
Dworkin’s Constructive Natural Law -- and consequently provides some
insights about the contentious relationship between moral truth, and the law.
Mariyel Hiyas C. Liwanag and Rowell D. Madula's "Tungo sa Golden Ending"
analyzes the concept of emotional labor in the otome game Golden Hour. The
analysis looks into how this game relies to a significant degree on the emotive
investments of players, thereby revealing how their mediated enactments are
affectively framed by, and through, the game's narrative and gender-based
dynamics.

The creative contributions to this issue also represent preoccupations with the
question of affect and moral truths. Jason F. Pozon's personal essay takes his
childhood memories with the passenger jeepney called Kangkarot, which turns
into a figure of personal memory, as well as a vehicle for the entanglements of
queer desire and family intimacies. Andrew Estacio's "Ang Awit ng Dalagang
Marmol," which was staged to critical acclaim during the recently concluded
Virgin Labfest 18, examines the ethical complexities of fictionalizing history by
staging a dramaturgical conflict during a fictional production about the story of
Jocelynang Baliwag. Reya Mari Veloso's translation of Carlos Piocos III's poetry
turns into the translator's reflections about her endeavor to foray into
vernacular literature not merely as academic exercise but a conscious act of
linguistic agency that touches on the political. Finally, Axle Christien Tugano's
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review of a children's book about the community pantry ventures into a
multi-pronged discussion of creative agency, survival, and community-building
in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic.

These critical and creative contributions engage with the question of truths --
ethical, moral, emotional and historical, a significant area of discursive and even
material contestations in a socio-historical milieu marked by epistemic
distortions. We hope that these works spur further intellectual and emotive
provocations, as we work through ethically-measured responses to the
uncertainties of our time.

Laurence Marvin S. Castillo
Editor-in-chief
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